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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 February 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on February 08, 2008. 

Claims 17 and 19-20 have been amended. Claims 17-20 are pending. 



2. The applicant should always use the period for response to thoroughly 

and very closely proof read and review the whole of the application for correct 
correlation between reference numerals in the textual portion of the Specification 
and Drawings along with any minor spelling errors, general typographical errors, 
accuracy, assurance of proper use for Trademarks ™, and other legal symbols 
®, where required, and clarity of meaning in the Specification, Drawings, and 
specifically the claims (i.e., provide proper antecedent basis for "the" and "said" 
within each claim). Minor typographical errors could render a Patent 
unenforceable and so the applicant is strongly encouraged to aid in this 
endeavor. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

3. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Tsukakoshi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,496,510) hereinafter referred as 
Tsukakoshi. 

Tsukakoshi teaches the invention as claimed including a router device is 
provided with a plurality of router node devices interconnected via internal 
transmission lines, in which each of the plurality of router node devices 
comprises a unit for connecting to a plurality of networks (See abstract). 

As to claim 17, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control system comprising: 

transfer devices that perform transfer control processing (Fig. 2, 15, 
forwarding unit), and 

a routing control device to which said transfer devices are connected, said 
routing control device does not have transfer control processing functionality 
performed by the transfer devices (See Fig. 2, Column 2, lines 3-14, Column 4, 
lines 1 -Column 5, lines 28, Tsukakoshi discloses transfer devices (forwarding 
unit 15) are connected to routing control device), 
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wherein said routing control device has routing control information and 
transmits the routing control information to said transfer devices (See Fig. 4, 
Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi routing 
control device has routing control information), and 

said transfer devices perform said transfer control processing of packets 
and transmit the packets to respective transfer devices based on said routing 
control information transmitted from said routing control device (See abstract, 
Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi 
discloses transfer devices (forwarding unit 15) perform processing of packets 
based on routing control information), and 

wherein, in cases where said transfer devices do not have said routing 
control information, said transfer devices request transmission of said routing 
control information thereto from said routing control device (See Column 2, lines 
35-51). 

As to claim 18, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according 
to claim 17, wherein when said routing control device receives a request for 
transmission of said routing control information from said transfer device, said 
routing control device transmits said routing control information, to the transfer 
device which requested this transmission (See Column 2, lines 35-51). 

As to claim 19, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control device to which 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing are connected, wherein 
said routing control device has routing control information relating to packet 
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transfer routes and transmits the routing control information to said transfer 
devices (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41 -Column 6, lines 
22), and 

wherein when a request for transmission of said routing control 
information is received from said transfer device, said routing control device 
transmits said routing control information to the transfer device which requested 
this transmission (See abstract, Column 2, lines 35-51, Column 4, lines 1-15, 
Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 20, Tsukakoshi teaches a transfer device that performs 
transfer control processing, wherein transfer devices performs said transfer 
control processing of packets and transmits the packets over a network based on 
routing control information transmitted from a routing control device that is 
connected therewith which requests transmission of said routing control 
information thereto from said routing control device, in case where the transfer 
device does not have said routing control information (See abstract, Column 2, 
lines 35-51, Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). 
4. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 

numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of 
the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings 
of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in its 
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entirety as potentially teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

In the remarks applicant argues in substance that; A) Tsukakoshi does not 
teach transfer devices request transmission of said routing control information 
from routing control device. B) Tsukakoshi does not teach routing control devise 
does not have the transfer control processing functionality performed by the 
transfer devise. 

In response to A) Applicant is reminded that claim limitation must be given 
their reasonable broadest interpretation. Tsukakoshi teaches forwarding unit (Fig. 
2, 15) (transmission device) does not have routing control information. 
Forwarding unit only process or forwards the packets according to the collected 
control information. Forwarding unit must collect routing information from routing 
device in order to process the packet (Column 2, lines 8-14, Column 4, lines 1- 
15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). Tsukakoshi also teaches collecting 
routing information (Column 2, lines 41-51). The examiner is broadly interpreting 
this to be requesting routing information. 

In response to B) Applicant is reminded that claim limitation must be given 
their reasonable broadest interpretation. Tsukakoshi teaches separating 
functionality of generating/maintaining routing control information and 
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processing/transferring control information. Router node only generates and 
forwards routing control information to forwarding unit. The forwarding unit does 
the transfer control process based on the provided information (Column 2, lines 
8-14, Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). The 
examiner broadly interpreting this to be routing control devise does not have the 
transfer control processing functionality performed by the transfer devise since 
routing node does not process any packet. Therefore, teaching of Tsukakoshi 
meets the claimed limitation. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 

presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.Qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2155 
/saleh najjar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2155 
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